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The challenges faced by young people across Europe have been the focus of public, political and academic debates at local, national and international levels. Young 

people face tough choices in key areas of social life that affect their participation in society, and their potential marginalisation from it: from structural issues of 

unemployment, lack of access to affordable housing and debt problems, to information overload on big questions like the environment, identity, faith and 

radicalisation, and negotiating the moral challenges of illegal markets and an increasingly sexualised social-media generation. While there are wide variations in 

opportunities and challenges between and within countries, young people today face tough choices in negotiating this moral maze. The PROMISE project will 

investigate how young people’s, often negative, responses to these problems create conflict, and how, instead, their responses can provide opportunities for positive 

social engagement. By addressing the experiences, values and attitudes of European youth seen to be in conflict with older generations, authorities and social norms 

PROMISE will get to the heart of barriers and opportunities for social engagement. PROMISE will produce a comparative ethnography of young people in 10 

European countries, a comparative quantitative analysis of attitudes, values and control, and policy papers and positive engagement strategies. 
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