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matej bel university – GENERAL INFORMATION

Matej Bel University was set up on 1 July 1992 when the Pedagogic Faculty and the School of Economics merged into one university.

Our university is named after Matej Bel. Matej Bel (1684 - 1749) was the author of many scientific, pedagogical, historical, geographical, philosophical and religious works. His ideas of equality, national rights, religious tolerance, integration of people and nations and of love of one’s native country and his belief in the power of education and culture are still relevant.
Matej Bel University is currently composed of seven faculties:

 Faculty of Education





http://www.pdf.umb.sk

 Faculty of Economics




http://www.econ.umb.sk

 Faculty of Humanities




http://www.fhv.umb.sk

 Faculty of Natural Sciences




http://www.fpv.umb.sk

 Faculty of Law





http://www.prf.umb.sk

 Faculty of Political Sciences and International Affairs 
http://www.fpvmv.umb.sk

 Philological Faculty





http://www.fif.umb.sk

The university can be characterized as a young, dynamic university with international orientation. The aim of the co-operation with foreign partners is to reach compatibility of the structure and forms of study with similar schools abroad and solve joint projects. One of the strategic plans of the university is the participation in international programs in order to adapt the study programs to those of the EU countries.
Contact persons – international relation offices 

	Name - institution
	Name
	Tel. č.
	Fax
	E-mail
	Adresa

	Rectorate
	Doc. PhDr. Ján Chorvát, PhD.
vicerector for international cooperation and public relations
	4461126
	4153180
	jan.chorvat@umb.sk
	Národná 12
974 00 Banská Bystrica

	
	Bc. Mária Grígerová

International relation office
	4461128
	4153180
	maria.grigerova@umb.sk
	

	FHV
	Mgr. Vladimír Biloveský, PhD.

vice-dean
	4134168
	4136153
	vladimir.bilovesky@fhv.umb.sk
	Tajovského 40
974 00 Banská Bystrica

	
	Mgr. Ingrid Balážová
officer
	4137414
	4136153
	balazova@fhv.umb.sk
	

	FPVaMV
	PhDr. Peter Terem, PhD.

vice-dean
	4461226
	4152432
	peter.terem@umb.sk
	Kuzmányho 1
974 00 Banská Bystrica

	
	Janka Miková
officer
	4461227
	4152432
	jana.mikova@umb.sk
	

	FPV
	Doc. RNDr. Roman Alberty, CSc.

vice-dean
	4131436
	4138643
	alberty@fpv.umb.sk
	Tajovského 40
974 00 Banská Bystrica

	
	Mgr. Zdenka Árvayová
officer
	4467436 
	4138643
	zarvayova@fpv.umb.sk
	

	PrF
	JUDr. Silvio Boleček, PhD.

vice-dean
	4463155
	4125127
	silvio.bolecek@umb.sk
	Komenského 20
974 00 Banská Bystrica

	
	Michaela Lihanová

officer
	4463159
	4125127
	daniela.turnova@umb.sk
	

	EF
	     Ing. Peter Krištofík, PhD.
vice-dean
	4462178
	4152793
	maria.uramova@umb.sk
	Tajovského 10
974 00 Banská Bystrica

	
	Zuzana Mikušincová

Andrea Rakošová
officer
	4462197

4462155
	4152789
	zuzana.mikusincova@umb.sk

andrea.rakosova@umb.sk
	

	PF
	Doc.PaedDr. Pavol Bartík, PhD.

vice-dečan
	4364224
	4364444
	sporubsky@pdf.umb.sk
	Ružová 13
974 00 Banská Bystrica

	
	Bc.Anna Kučerová

officer
	4364226
	4364444
	akucerova@pdf.umb.sk
	


Important Notice: Please before phone or fax number dial: 00421 48
	FHV
	Faculty of Humanities

	FPVaMV
	Faculty of Political Sciences and International Relations

	FPV
	Faculty of Natural Sciences

	PrF
	Faculty of Law

	EF
	Faculty of Economics

	FiF
	Philological Faculty

	PF
	Faculty of Education


Why study at Matej Bel University?

Matej Bel University offers you interesting lectures provided by well qualified and experienced teachers from  Slovakia and overseas.  You can make comparative independent study or course work between Slovakia and  the  country (ies) of your choice.  In addition and in collaboration with  other faculties we can assist you in the preparation of your independent study programme (for example for SOCRATES/ERASMUS students). At Matej Bel University, international students will experience a pleasant atmosphere  and  receive special attention.

How long do you want to study at Matej Bel  University?

You  can study:

 as SOCRATES / ERASMUS student a maximum of  one academic year

 as student through other programmes or projects – duration of study  depends on the project

 as student within the framework of international agreements of cooperation on the state level /mostly with scholarship – duration depends on  agreement/

 as student  within the framework of international agreements of  cooperation  signed at university 

 as student  - self payment of study for daily study or special courses

 some lectures at Matej Bel University could be part of  student excursions around Slovakia or summer school for a short time

 some lectures while in Slovakia – by arrangement with university or faculty

erasmus student admission

If you are interested in studding at Matej Bel University please contact maria.grigerova@umb.sk or office for SOCRATES/ERASMUS at facult’s office.
If you send us application after these deadlines we can not garantee accommodation in our student hostle for you.

It is necessary to confirm the application form before application deadline. After that we will discuss and prepare your study plan. As you can see in our ECTS book of courses for international students you can study in English, German, French, Spanish and Russian language.

Please send your application form to our international relations offices. You can use application form  from your university or you can ask us. If the information will be not enough (from your university application) we will ask you by e-mail for more information. Because of that fact it is really necessary to write us your e-mail address.

General practical information

To help to realize your mobility successfully:

Before Arrival

 Inform the International Relations Office, Foreign students Education Centre  or  Methodological centre for Slovaks living abroad about your interest in studying at Matej Bel University

 Ask for a letter of acceptance for study from Matej Bel University

 Arrange necessary items like accommodation in Banská Bystrica, duration of your study stay, financial sources. Inform the office for student affairs at your home institution of your intent to study abroad.  Arrange subject of study at host institution, travel tickets, insurance etc.

 Finally, prepare all documents needed for  stay in Slovakia (passport, visa – for some countries,  permission for a long stay in Slovakia).  For more information ask international relations offices or the nearest Slovak Republic Embassy.

First days 

 Arrival in Slovakia and Banská Bystrica

 Information meeting with international relations officer

 Accommodation of student

 Personal visit to foreign police, registration, completing materials for stay in Slovakia – the  international relations officer will accompany you on this first visit

 Meet with a representative of university or faculty

 Receive information material about Matej Bel University, material about Banská Bystrica

 Information about services provided by international relations office to international students

 Detailed information about study and time schedule of lectures

 Information about conditions for accommodation. Receive list of contact persons

 International Students may also ask for an e-mail address at faculty, possible use of internet  and information about courses in the Slovak language. 

During your stay

 International students can visit International Relations Offices during opening hours or by  arrangement made by e-mail.

 International students can visit university library.

 International students usually have a coordinator or teacher to help with academic issues.

Accommodation

Most students choose to live in the student dormitories. Please contact our university about dormitory space before your arrival. Please apply for accommodation before the end of July. After July, places may not be guaranteed.  If you would like to rent a room off campus, you may discuss it by e-mail with the International Relations Office or with co-ordinators in departments, but the  search will be up to you.  Accommodation in the dormitory is more reasonable than accommodation in town.

Food

Lunches are served in student restaurants within the university.  Lunch tickets at student prices are  available. Restaurants and fast food are also available.

Study institutions

Internet

There are several computer rooms with free access to the Internet at the faculties. 

Library, Study room

There is one university library with branches at all of the faculties (specialized literature).

Student life

Ways to spend your free time?

Students have many possibilities. You can have a coffee in one of the numerous cafés in Banská Bystrica, meet friends somewhere on the square, visit the university or town library, or take some language courses. You may visit the British Council, The Alliance Francais, the opera or the cinema.  Some students use internet and e-mail facilities, while others join student organisations at the university.

Student organisations? 

Students are encouraged to enrich their lives by joining groups. Some are folk culture groups: (dancing) like a folk group Mladosť. There are singing groups like the Academic mixed choir of Ján Cikker, The Mixed Choir Mladosť or group Živé kamene (´Living stones´). Some  faculties also have student parliaments (Faculty of Economics, Faculty of Political Sciences and International Relations  and Faculty of Law). There are organisations representing specific countries such as: Euro-Atlantic Centre (by Faculty of Political sciences and International Affairs), European Academy (by Faculty of Political Sciences and International Affairs),  FPOLIT  (France and French speaking countries – by Faculty of Political Sciences and International Affairs), VYCHPOLIT (orientation on Eastern countries – by Faculty of Political Science and International Affairs). There are also specific student organisations focused on subjects of study like AIESEC (at Faculty of Economics), ELSA (European Law Student Association at Faculty of Law), Amnesty International and Street Law (by Faculty of Law). 

Student organisations help in many ways; they make student life more interesting and help his/her future career development. Students work there on their first projects and prepare different activities themselves. They make new interesting  friends. Some of them travel abroad for student meetings or work with international students from abroad. To be an active member in a student organisation requires time and certain skills, but there are many current and future benefits.

Sports Activities?

You can play volleyball or basketball, enjoy aerobics or exercise in the fitness centre, use the swimming pool, play tennis or do karate in the Club of University Sport for All at ŠK Matej Bel University.  The sports club “Slávia Ekonóm”  provides top-performance sports activities for students and the general public. Cross-country skiing, orienteering, and handball are the most popular. More sports activities are available in the town and in the surrounding area.

INFORMATION ABOUT Banská Bystrica

Location

Banská Bystrica is located in the Zvolen Valley on the banks of the Hron River. It lies near three mountain ranges – the Low Tatras,  Veľká Fatra and the Slovak Ore Mountains not far from the geographical centre of Slovakia – Ľubietovký Vepor.

Distances from Banská Bystrica to civil main  airports:

Banská Bystrica – Bratislava 206 km

Banská Bystrica – Vienna 271 km

Banská Bystrica – Budapest 226 km

Banská Bystrica – Warsaw 520 km

Banská Bystrica – Prague 465 km

For example:

Transport from Vienna to Banská Bystrica

From Vienna – Schwechat International Airport to Bratislava

· Take direct buses to Bratislava. They run every 2 hours during daytime

· Take the bus to the  Wien – Südbanhof railway station and from there to Petržalka train station or  Main railway Station Bratislava

From Bratislava to Banská Bystrica

· Direct buses to Banská Bystrica from the bus station Bratislava – Mlynské Nivy approx. every 2 hours during  the day

· Train from Bratislava to Zvolen, then change for Banská Bystrica: approx. 6 times a day.

History

The town dates back to ancient periods of human history. As early as 2000 B. C. people were digging and processing copper ore in this area. Archeological findings document that the present area of Banská Bystrica was inhabited in the Stone, Bronze and Iron Age.

King Belo IV. granted municipal privileges to the inhabitants of Banská Bystrica in 1255.

The golden age of Banská Bystrica was in the 15th and 16th centuries. The Thurzo-Fugger copper company (1494-1546) was one of the most progressive mining organizations in Europe, with innovative mining technology. It exported copper and silver to metal markets in Antwerp, Nuremberg, Venice and the rest of the world.

In 1620 the Hungarian congress elected Gabriel Bethlen to be “king” in Banská Bystrica.

Banská Bystrica became the third most important guild and craft centre in Slovakia in the 18th century.

Banská Bystrica was an important centre of anti fascist movement. On 29th August 1944 the local radio announced the beginning of the Slovak National Uprising.

Present day

Since the "velvet" revolution in 1989 Banská Bystrica has dramatically changed its character and the square has regained its old charm. Many fine historic houses have been renovated and the main square is now a beautiful spacious pedestrian area.

Today Banská Bystrica  is a major centre for business, tourism, culture and education.

Places to visit in Banská Bystrica

· Museums: The Museum of Central Slovakia (The Turzo House); Museum of Slovak National Uprising, Literary and Musical Museum

· Galleries: State Gallery in two buildings (Pretorium, Bethlen’s House); Gallery of Dominik Skutecký.

· Churches: Church of St. Xavier, the Church of the Ascension of Virgin Mary, The evangelical church, The Church of the Holy Cross, Church of St. Elizabeth, Church in Sásová

· Leaning town clock tower on the main square.

· Observatory.

Places to visit in the Banská Bystrica area

· Caves: The Harmanec Cave, The Dead Bats Cave, The Bystrianska Cave.

· Forests: Badin Forest, Dobroč Forest.

· Village Špania Dolina

· Spas: Brusno Spa, Sliač Spa, Kováčová Spa, Koritnica Spa

· Castles: Slovenská Ľupča Castle, Zvolen Castle

· Churches: The wooden Articulary church in Hronsek, Church in Staré Hory

· The Native House of Jozef Gregor Tajovský and Jozef Murgaš in Tajov.

Sport and holiday resorts in Banská Bystrica and its suroundings

· City transport: buses and trolleys.

· Skiing and tourism centers: Panský diel Šachtička, Suchý vrch, Králiky, Kordíky, Malachov, Tajov, Staré Hory – Turecká, Harmanec, Moštenica, Osrblie, Poniky, Hrochoť, Donovaly, Krpáčovo, Tále, Chopok, Bystrá dolina, Čertovica, Žlté piesky – ski jump center with an artificial track

· Ice ring Stadium – public skating

· Sport hall and football stadium, swimming pool  – Štiavničky

· A popular rafting route – the Hron river, running through the town, joins the Danube river after a 298 km long Slow.

· Tennis courts –the municipal park

· Golf – Tále

